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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 
50  CFR  Part  17 

Endangered  and  Threatened  Wildlife 
and  Plants;  Review  of  the  Status  of 
Bonneville  Cutthroat  Trout 

agency:  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service, 
Interior. 

ACTION:  Notice  of  review. 

summary:  The  Service  has  received 
letters  and  supporting  information  from 
the  Desert  Fishes  Council  and  the 
Bonneville  Chapter  of  the  American 
Fisheries  Society  indicating  that  the 
status  of  the  Bonneville  cutthroat  trout 
should  be  reviewed.  Examination  of  the 
data  submitted  by  these  organizations, 
indicates  that  substantial  evidence  has 
been  presented  which  warrants  this 
review.  Based  on  this  review,  the 
Service  will  determine  if  a  proposal  to 
list  this  species  as  endangered  or 
threatened  is  warranted.  The  Bonneville 
cutthroat  trout  is  known  to  occur  in 
Nevada,  Wyoming,  and  Utah. 
dates:  Comments  from  the  public  and 
other  Federal  agencies  must  be  received 
by  May  27, 1980. 

ADDRESSES:  Interested  persons  or 
organizations  are  required  to  submit 
comments  to  the  Director  (OES),  U.S. 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  Department 
of  the  Interior,  Washington,  D.C.  20240. 
Comments  and  materials  relating  to  this 
notice  are  available  for  public 
inspection  during  normal  business  hours 
at  the  Service’s  OES,  Suite  500, 1000 
North  Glebe  Road,  Arlington,  Virginia. 
FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 
For  further  information  on  this  notice 
contact  Mr.  John  L  Spinks.  Jr.,  Chief, 
OfHce  of  Endangered  Species  (703/235- 
2771). 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 
Background 

The  Desert  Fishes  Council  and  the 
Bonneville  Chapter  of  the  American 
Fisheries  Society  submitted  letters  and 
status  information  on  this  trout 
indicating  that  it  is  declining  due  to 
hybridization  with  introduced  trout. 
Other  factors  affecting  the  status  of  the 
species  involve  habitat  deterioration 
due  to  the  loss  of  water  and  destruction 
of  riparian  vegetation.  Some  Hshery 
management  activities  have  been 
undertaken  to  provide  enhancement  for 
some  populations.  The  information 
presently  available  to  the  Service 
indicates  that  additional  management 
and  habitat  protection  is  needed  to 
protect  this  species.  Presently  this 
species  is  known  to  occur  in  Lincoln 
County,  Wyoming,  White  Pine  County  in 


Nevada,  and  Beaver,  Jaub,  Salt  Lake, 
Sevier,  and  Washington  counties  in 
Utah. 

One  survey  of  the  status  of  the 
Bonneville  cutthroat  trout  indicates  that 
beginning  in  the  mid  1800’s  several 
environmental  factors  have  contributed 
to  a  reduction  in  the  number  of 
Bonneville  cutthroat  trout  populations. 
These  factors  include  introduction  of 
'  nonnative  trouts,  agricultiiral  practices 
and  mining  activities.  The  introduction 
of  the  rainbow  trout  [Salmo  gairdneri] 
has  resulted  in  the  replacement  and 
hybridization  of  the  ^nneville  cutthroat 
trout.  This  problem  is  widespread  since 
virtually  every  stream  capable  of 
supporting  trout  in  the  region  have  been 
stocked  with  rainbows.  Brook  trout 
[Salvalinus  fontinalis)  have  also  been 
introduced  but  are  not  as  much  of  a 
threat  since  they  spawn  earlier  and  tend 
to  be  better  adapted  to  small  springfed 
headwater  streams. 

The  problem  of  livestock  grazing  is  a 
threat  to  existing  populations  as  well  as 
the  habitat  sites  for  possible  future 
reintroductions.  Heavy  livestock  grazing 
destroys  and  degrades  riparian 
vegetation  and  streambank  soil  stability. 
This  results  in  siltation,  stream  channel 
alteration  and  loss  of  cover.  This 
problem  can  be  alleviated  by  streamside 
fencing  programs  which  protects 
riparian  habitat  of  streams  supporting 
populations  of  Bonneville  cutthroat 
trout. 

Impacts  from  mining  activities  in  the 
past  have  been  slight  and  of  short 
duration.  Most  of  the  habitat  damage 
has  resulted  from  road  construction  and 
equipment  movement  to  and  from  mine 
sites.  Many  of  the  streams  inhabited  by 
the  Bonneville  cutthroat  trout  are  in 
narrow  canyons  where  the  stream  bed  is 
utilized  as  a  road.  Fuhire  impacts  of 
mining  in  this  area  are  presently  being 
evaluated. 

The  Department  is  seeking  comments 
from  the  Governors  of  Nevada, 

Wyoming,  and  Utah.  All  other  interested 
parties  are  hereby  invited  to  submit  any 
factual  information  which  is  pertinent  to 
this  review. 

The  primary  author  of  this  review  is 
Dr.  James  D.  Williams,  U.S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service,  OMce  of  Endangered 
Species,  Washington,  D.C.  20240  (Phone 
703/235-1975). 

’Diis  notice  is  issued  under  the 
authority  contained  in  the  Endangered 
Species  Act  of  1973,  as  amended  (16 
U.S.C.  1531  et  seg.:  87  Stat.  884, 92  Stat. 
3751). 

Dated:  March  10, 1980. 

Robert  S.  Cook, 

Acting  Director.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service. 
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